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| “Drone of tho Did” 


l havo received the following lettor which, as it raises 
wry important iuen, I take this way of answering so fur 
as lean ; 


Siu, =l am a rogular rondor of “aout,” bot havo no 
practical knowlodgo of Spirituslisn boyond that gained by 
. dosen seances with a professional modium, Of the 
truth of the phonomona I then oxporionsod, and of tho most 
interesting rovorda which appear in your journal, I have no 
doubt whitover ; but somo diflicullion of grave inport presont 
themselven to my mind. 

Itis asid (1) that the exercise of modiumistic powor in 
always dangerous to health; (2) that the norvoun aystom 
bomes in time quite shattered, and as a consequence that 
oot mediums have rocourso to atimulanta nnd intoxicants; 
* that by submitting to Spiritual control the will in at 

last ronderod wenk, and the modium liable to succumb to 
temptation (having incluced nn onorvated moral naturo); (1) 
that as tho modium ia powerless during trance to robin, the 
influence of an ovil spirit, communientions of a domoralising 
charactor nny be given, or the modin impollod to do some 
wicked act (7. J., un recorded in the journal for May 7th). 

Now if the above statomonts aro basod on fret, I submit 
that it in very quentionnblo whothor any human boing has n 
right to ask another binnan boing to place himaolf undor 
conditions which may have such consyquonts, Given that ill- 
health, shattorod nerves, lux morality, and criminn) action 
maybe the outcome of exercising frequently modiumintic 
gift, aro not those who consult mediums always, to somo 
atent, playing with firoand “making thoir brother to offend 2” 

Ingunni, 


The questions that aro propounded raiso some of the 
greatest difficulties connected with the phenomena of 
#piritualism : questions which do not usually occur to n 
tyro, but which present themselves in increasing number 
v those who penetrate far into the subject. It. has beon, 
in my opinion, u marvellous hindrance to the spread of 
mtional Spiritualisin that they have not hitherto boon 
lequately faced. The 
phone presenta to ua have boen go strange, 80 be- 
willering, so utterly out of what we have boen led to re- 
gad as the order of nature, that they have filled our minds 
with wonder almost to the exclusion of every other fecling. 


We have been too much agape, 


Home, indeed, have regarded them long ago almost with 
awe as evidence of the intervention of the world of spirit, 
wi the proof palpable inthe life whieh now in of that which 

ly to come, 
ue demonstration of their reality, to bho same caroful 
analysis, as men of sejenece have been accustomed to apply 
Some 


Some have subjected them to tho sumo seien 


ather phenomena whieh camo under thoir notice. 
dove found in them proof of the continued existences of 
thse whom they bad loved and lost, But to the most of 
W they have formel n Hubject of mnusement, curiosiby, 
fares Willing, and Little elso. 


It in only quite of late yonr that any wbbempl hns been 
mule understand the inherent power of the human 
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spiri, and to differentiate what, in psychical phenomena, 
may be doe to them from what we Spiritualists consider 10 
the proven fact of the return of the departed and the in- 
tervention of an external intelligence. Hence we have 
had no proper classification, no trae orderly investigation, 
only the most empirical treatinent of the subject that above 
all others requires careful handling. Henes confusion. A 
promiscuous gathering of all persons who please bo pay a 
eertain fee at the rooms of a publie medium, whose liveli 
hood depends upon gratifying the curiosity of his visitors, 
hy meus honest or otherwise, has passed current, for 


reliable experiment. This was not so in the early 


days when Spiritualism first came to un. Jh ix not 
so now, The oldest Spiritualists exercised reason 
able enre in observation, and they had a profusion 


of phenomena on which to exercise it. Then came the time 
when n certain acquaintance with these phenomena made 
their successors careless. Moreover, mediumship was dis- 
covered to be a profitable trade, and there came a crop of 
fraud, folly, and ignorant delusion, Some Spiritualists 
awoke to the fact that that which they knew to be true 
was being smirched by that which they knew to be a sham, 
And so there came a period of cleansing, and then, when 
that was over, a still more recent period of study —study 
not only of that which had exclusively attracted the atten- 
Lion of Spiritualists in older times, but of the incarnate 
human spirit, with its varied powers and unknown possi 
bilities, Hypnotism has largely assisted us here, and the 
labours of the French schools of Hypnotic Research and 
of our own Society for Psychical Research must be espe- 


cially recognised in this connection, 


I revert to my correspondent’s letter :—“ Tt is said that 
the exercise of mediumistic power is always dangerous to 
health.” Not so. Afflicted myself throughout my life 
with very indifferent health, T nover felt so well for any 
longth of tine ns during the years when the seances, some 
records of which ure now passing through “ I 101%,“ were 
being held, Many times I havo been relieved from pain, 
soothed, strengthened, and sot up after a hard day's work, 
at an evening sitting. Though we sat frequently, and 
though the phenomena presented were of an astounding 
charactor, E folt, none the worse, or if H suffered a temporary 
onfeeblement a nights rest more bhan sufliced to restore 
the full measure of vitality, To have known many other 
medians in private life who, so far from suffering any 
doplotion from the oxoreise of their modimnship, have been 
henatited by it, But all these enses have been marked 
by one charaectoristic. ‘The power has been exorcised in 
a private cirelo usually guarded from any great change, 


It ja when wo come to promiscuous cireles that tho 


danger soms bo mo to arise, ‘They aro subject to constant 


alteration, ‘Choe magnotie influences of tho sitters is 
unknown, Many of them have undorgono no proparation, 


Their molivo of curiosity, or of Ghat insano desire to hunt 
down whit they nro plowod to call fraud, have probably 
introduced conditions of whieh wo nre ignorant, They 
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may he even physically, psychically, or morally unfit to be 


there at all Of all this the medium reaps the conse 


quences, All these psychical emanations must 
through him No he finds his 
dangerous to health; no wonder “his nervous system 
becomes in time quite shattered.” 
for which he has been paid 


Wann lor 


soon gone ; no wonder if he tries to build himself up the 


best way that he thinks he can. He knows that he cannot 


command the phenomena that they are not to he produced 
with mechanical regularity; vet, as T have said, his liveli 
hood depeads en their production. Hence come what. T 
have always thought the blots on Spiritualism that are 


most to be deplored frauds, and the various obliquities 


that have undoubtedly been rightly charged on some of our 
public mediums, For these | have always held the public 


quite as responsible as the medium. 


For the rest, a medium is not usually a person strong- 
In the nature of things he must be 
passive, obedient to the influences that govern him, and 
I know extremely few 


willed, to start with. 


keeping his own will in abeyance. 


mediums whom I should describe as strong-willed. Subject 
to what T have said above I am not aware that whatever 
will they may possess undergoes any change by the exercise 
It is, in my judgment, entirely a 
It. is from the abuse 
Nor am T able to agree as to 
what my correspondent says with regard to the powerless- 
No doubt there are unde- 
veloped spirits ready to enter in and obsess, and T, for one, 
Should never recommend anyone to practise mediumship 
under the faulty conditions I have described above, nor 
should I advise anyone to practise it at all without the 


of their mediumship. 
question of the proper use of the gift. 
of it the mischief comes. 


ness of the medium in trance. 


certainty of protection from a wise, good, and powerful 


guardian. Wise, for cases must constantly arise where dis- 
crimination is necessary ; Good, or how could he be trusted ; 
Powerful, or how could he defend a medium from the evil 
If these conditions be 
assured, he need have no fear of demoralising influences, 
but if they be not assured he will exercise a wise discre- 
tion in moving very cautiously, if not in avoiding the 


which my correspondent fears? 


exercise of his powers altogether. 


It will be seen then that T have no difficulty myself with 


regard to recommending a wholesome and judicious investi- 
T should as 


gation through the faculties of mediumship. 
soon seek to prohibit the acquisition of knowledge by 
means of the dissection of the dead body, because an inex- 
perienced student had pricked his finger and died of blood- 
poisoning. 


S. James's, WesTMORELAND-STREET, MARYLEBONE.—We beg 
to draw special attention to the following announcement :— 
To pay off the deficit on the working expenses of the church, 
Rev. H. R. and Mrs. Haweis's two dramatic and musical 
reception fétes, at the Portman Rooms, Baker-street, June 
Iich and 15th, pm. to l am. First day 5s, ; family 
ticket for four, 15s. Both days 6s. ; family tickot for four, 
I. Second day 2a.; family ticket for eight, 108, Apply 
to Mrs. Haweis, Queen's House, Cheyne-walk, Chelsea; Mr. 
Bowes, verger, 32, P'uddington-street,  Buker-street ; 
Chappell and Co., Music Warehouse, Bond-street. 

“THe Banner or Lianr.“— Wo note that our contem- 
orary, the “Banner of Light,” appears in its issue of May 
‘th with an enlarged sheet of twelve instead of eight pages, 

and offers to continue the increase if funds are provided. 
Tho same paragraph assures all and sundry that the 
„anner“ is as a paper “superior to all other sheets devoted 
to the cause,” and to prove the fact it proceeds to inform us 
in the very next column that another paper, “The Progres- 
sive Thinker,” “seems desirous to win pre-eminence as chief 

riest in the temple of brazen self-assertion.” If this render- 
ing of railing for railing is spiritual superiority, we will be 
quite content to occupy a low-down place. It is much to 
be regretted that earnest-minded Spiritualists should allow 
themselves to profess Spiritualism and forget Spirituality, 
but this seems to us to be the inevitable Nemesis of 
emphasising phenomena and disregarding philosophy. — 


fActine Ep, “ Licut.”] 


mediumship 


He has to provide that 
If he does not, his trade is 
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RELIGION IN THE NATURE OF May. 


To the “ Religio Philosophical Journal” Mr 


Stebbins contributes a very thoughtful article, 10 
% 4 
H. 7% 
* * * a 
to us to open out avenues of thought. —| Bo. op“ licm.” 


whieh we reproduce with all due ack nowledginenty 


A sorios of articlos on Roligion, by B. F, Unidorw, 
has appoarod in your is for the last month, Tho fairy,” 
and frankness and ability of Mr. Underwood 1 roapoot high 
yst with his ident on this mattor | cannot ngroo, „ 

In a paragraph published March 12th, ho anys : ö 
sufliciont for my purpose horo to indicate that the nereal, 
religious instinct . is not a primordial endow 
but un acquiremont it implies simply tha ming 
with its powor of focling and thought, capable of change ang 
growth, and the transmission of the results of experienc: h 
tho form of predispositions, together with the external wo, 
and all its variod and inysterious phenomena, impressing n 
from birth to death and oxciting to contumplative though, 

To mo that sacred instinct is aw “primordial endowment, 
It is tho soul's sense of kinship to the Oversoul, the spirit, 
aspiration toward its divino source and original, “The san. 
in kind am I asthe all-porvading Spirit, yet infinitely distan, 
in dogrov," said a Hindoo sigo in tho old Rig Veda 

Philosophors and saints and sages, from Plato to Einar 
tho great thinkers of all ages, whose words will nover fe 
from memory, have held the same idea which over shins 
with clearer light in those most versed in the things of ti, 
spirit, yet most freo from the fetters of dogmatic theology, 
Plant a score of acorns in grounds stony or fertile, shade 
or open to the sun, and trees stunted and fecble or grand i: 
massive strongth grow up. But they are all oaks, becaus 
tho germ of the acorn had that “primordial ondowment!’ 
The germ of religion, the sense of kinship to the Infinis 
Soul and to humanity and immortality, is native in eren 
human spirit, a part of its original warp and woof, In tt 
darkness of savage life and the gloom o supers ton ti 
development is feeble; in the light of freedom and with 
spiritual culturo it is the inspiring hope of the world, th: 
help to the noblest ethics and the highest daily life; th 
sunshine in which we best see and interpret the facts s 
nature. Thus is religion a world-wide power, ite perve- 
sions fading, its noble uses gaining. Its form changes br 
its spirit lives, All the long way from savage fetichism ani 
cruel priestcraft to a natural and loving reverence has th: 
inner life of man reached up—his thoughts broadened ani 
his outer life enlarged meanwhile. Through these ages there 
has been a sacred sense of great spiritual ‘realities, dim and 
confused at times, but never lost, for it is innate and 
intuitive, and ever gaining by slow degrees; and this gain i 
the progress of religious ideas. 

No stick or stone was ever worshipped, no temple or 
pagoda, no cathedral or church ever built, save as sign ani | 
token of the soul's sense of a supreme power, a guidin: 
intelligence, an immortal life and of daily duty. 


“Nearer, my God, to Thee,” 


aro the words they all utter, confused as tho first sounds that 
infant lips can try, dull amidst the discords of pride and 
power, or clear as the song of angels. To hear that word 
in his own soul, in temples mado with hands, or iu nature’ 
great temple, and to be inspired to true work by that hear 
ing is to be religious. Religion is spiritual intuition, th 
recognition of the unseen things which are eternal, It i 
also the highest philosophy gaining with the wider range di 
thought and reason. Thus is the sense of duty enlarged 
and its application to life made wiser, as we learn that “lore 
is the fulfilling of law.” 

Between natural religion and a perfected and spiritualist! 
sense there can be no conflict, for the truths of our inn 
life and the truths of nature must and do agree.  Pasychiel 
science and the facts of Spiritualism are teaching this agre | 
ment. A godless science is to be held an unscientiße 
absurdity sooner than we suppose. Emerson struck th 
keynote of the scientific thought of the near future in!“ 
single verse :— 

“This wonderful creation, 
A divine improvisation, 
From the heart of God proceeds, — 
A single will, a million deeds.” 


Here is that intelligent unity of plan and purpose, th 
“single will” without which the measured order of suns . 


—— — ö 


au tuo might nit side by side in poncoful comparison of our 
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star, and that upward tondonoy which ovolution tonchos nro SPIRIT IDENTITY. 

wpossible, But enough, for tho thomo is ondloss,  Plonno — — - 

give this a placo in your fair pages, whore it will stund SULKOTED OASEN, 
wiully beside the words of my friond Underwood, just un By 7 pina.” 


.- u Uang or A. B. 

Somo frionds of ours in the Wost Mnd of tho City (Mdinburgh) 
wore obliged to migrate to the southern portion of the town, 
and go into apartmonts during tho oxocution of oxtonsive 
altorations in thoir house. My wife, daughter, and golf, paid 
thom a visit ono ovoning in January, 1891, at their tomporary 
home. Wo drove to their apartmonts inen onb, and our family 
modium only know wo wore going to soo our frionds, nud was 
not aware of tho streot or houso in which they woro staying. In 
the course of tho ovoning cortain communications camo; (1) 
from Profossor Sandringham, and (2) from n son of tho lady 
wo woro visiting, and who had passod over some yours ago, 
With those I shall not dosl; but tho following incident is, in 
my judgmont, worthy of record. Whilo sitting in the 
drawing-room our daughter said, “ Toro is a tall man stand- 
ing in that corner, with black whiskers.” I said, “Ask him 
to toll his namo, or to write.” The modium thon cried out 
that hor hand and arm were powerfully controllod,and taking 
a shoot of papor sho wrote the words, “ A. II., landlord.” 

Now this was vory romarkublo. The modium did not 
know, but I did, that tho ville which we woro visiting 
bolonged at one time to A. B., n woll-known citizen, 
who diod somo twonty yours ago, and that his widow now 
occupiod it as a boarding house, Prior to the duath of 
A. B. 1 had takon his ovidonco on commission in a 
tostamontary suit (ho boing thon invalidod) in tho room 
bolow that in which wo wore thon seated, and L recognised 
his porsonal appearance at once by the description givon by 
the medium, Tho handwriting was large and sprawling. Un 
this caso | am satisfied the medium knew nothing whatever 
of the household or the family history of A. B., and 
yot l am confident the decoasod owner was thoro, and made 
his presynco known in the manner 1 have indicatud. 


varying views, svoking thus to gain moro light. 


THE ERRADIATION OF SPIRITS. 


III. 

Resides the now words dotinod for us, ono or two common 
English words have boon usod by our guides in an umumun) 
muso, Of those, tho most important is tho word “osotoric," 
which constantly occurs, and always in tho sonso of somo- 
thing which must bo avoided by porsons ongaged in tho 
business of orradiation, In fact, it would soom to bo usod 
a tho antithesis to “orradiatory."” Somotimos itis usod 
about well-known occultist authors: “Ho orrs, ho is 
esoteric ” has boon writton of moro than ono such ; and for 
sme timo 1 disregarded these cautions, suspocting that thoy 
night boa rotloction of somo latent disliko or joalousy of 
my oun. Tho mutual jonlousy and distrust of vach othor, 
wticeablo in contemporary sours of different schools, | hold 
to bo a wise provision of Naturo, intondod to provent 
promiscuous conglomeration, and the spoiling of the full 
development of each school by premature fortilisation by 
wmo other school, This antagonism to othor seors is the 
natural and healthy expression of ono's own immaturity, tho 
shelter of one’s spiritual chastity; but, of course, nothing 
could be more silly than to allow it to translate itsolf into 
an opinion—especially a publicly oxprossod opinion—that the 
others aro “going wrong“; because the period when ono is 
fit to understand anothor school of seorhood, and compotent 
to judge it, is marked by a total cessation of the instinctive 
dislike. Therefore, as long as our pencil denounced, as 
“esoteric,” only modern occultist writers, [ignored its 
denunciations us being, probably, only the refloction of somo 
instinctive repulsion of my own. But onco, Won l was 
speaking of my best-beloved mog all purely scientific 
observers (an author of the last contury about whom it is 
not discoverable whether he had any opinion on any occultist 
subject), the poncil wrote that “ho errs ” by boing “esoteric ” ; 
and that we must “try to orradiate him.“ And for some days 
this author's name occurred at intervals, as if to call our 
attention to his esoteric-ness and his nood of orradiation 
(as if to prove that warnings against osotoric-noss woro notl 
the result of any jonlousy of mine about contemporaries or 
occultists). Then ! mado many guesses as to the meaning 
of tho antithotic words: “osoteric ” and “orradiatory ”; but 
the pencil wrote: “No; wait; havo pationco; you will soon 
we.” It was long bofore wo could understand fully what was 
meant. At last L sugyested that perhaps “esoteric ” writers 
(in tho bad sense) are writors who give to tho world thoir 
own concoption of a truth before they have purified and 
correctod it by comparing it with the contrasted aspoct of 
the subject, 1. c., before making a unity among contrasted 
modes of porcoption: that porhaps “orradiating un esoteric 
wer” means calling his attention to whatever principlo is 
common to himself und his polar-opposite. ThO pencil 
immediately wrote: “Mary sees.” Wo uro also told that tho 
“erradiatory mission ” has to do with arousing the activity 
of the central organ of tho mind, nnd with discouraging 
undu relianco on any sort of perceiving faculty, whothor 
wientific or spiritual. 

Tho choice of the word “esoterie” to imply tho vory 
opposito of what, by its dorivation, it should oxpress, is 
puzzling; but L believe our guides use it in u sarcastic 
tanner; to call our attention to tho fact that, as tho word 
is now used, many porsons who boast of boing “osoteric,” 
or of interpreting “esotorically,” havo in reality no moro 
notion of exercising the truo, contral, inspiration-recoiving 
faculty to corruct moro spiritual perceptions, than sciontists 
have of exercising it to correct more intellectual poreoptions ; 
and that it would bo as justifinblo to apply tho term 
"esoteric ” to my favourite obsorver (of purely earthly facts) 
ty somo of the writors and lecturers whose crude porcop- 
tions aro accepted now for inspired Truth, 

The pencil writings, which havo now lasted over throu 


Tun Cast or J. D.. 


J. D., an old acquaintance of mino, died last April. The 
night before his funeral, 1 wrote Professor Sandringham 
to ask a communication, The Professor wrote (per my 
daughter, on the back of my note), “J. D. has no power 
yot, but will write on Saturday.” Ho did so, and I have 
since had threo soparato messages from him. ‘Tho internal 
evidence is to mo undoubted; but L note three points 
as to which tho modium had no knowledge whatovar ; 
(1) he speaks of a certain course which his wife had pro- 
posed to adopt regarding his health, This was known to 
mysolf only, as she communicated it to mo on my last visit to 
the house two days before his domiso. (2) Ho refors to a 
service 1 had done to his son after his death, and thanks mo 
for it. This was the filling up of n certificate of identity in 
connection with his life policy. My daughter know nothing 
of this. (3) Ho roſors to a son named Alexander, None of 
us know ho had a son of that namo, but on inquiry tho stato- 
mont in the message was found to bo oorroot. Prior to one 
of his mossagos coming l asked the medium to inquiro 
whethor ho had yet soon his formor colluague in business, 
Mr. W.; also two well-known sonators of tho Collogo of 
Justico, with whom my lato acquaintance had had business 
rolations, Tho reply came in tho mossago that he had not, 
but hoped soon to moot with thom. Ho also addod that 
Lord ——, anothor decoasod sonator of the Collogo of Justico, 
sent his complimonts to me and would write ine soon, Thora 
woro strong porsonal reasons for this docoasod judyo dosiring 
to communicate with mo, as 1 have often wondered, in view 
of other mossngos received by mo, why none had como from 
that source, My late acquaintance writos that it is of no uso 
tolling his wifo and family anything of Spiritualism, as thoy 
would not boliovo a word of it. Ho also says, “They think I 
am far away, whon I am vory noar thom; indood I fool as if 
L woro still on tho onrth.“ 

Tho handwriting is in points liko tho script of tho 
docoused, and two of the signatures bonr a stroug rosom- 
blanco to the one in a lottor now before mo, the eapital D in 
the surname being closuly roproduced, 


Yours, have vonvinced us that to intorprot what the Highor (To he continued, ) 
Guides are trying to say isa far more slow nnd arduous _ — —— 
work than most Spiritualists uu phos. Pariexck, mookness, and humility aro sure safezuards bo 


Many KyEnest Boos. | tho soul, 
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E At first tho man was too pre-occupied to noti 

. * cox 1102 
SPIRITUAL ALLEGORIES but soon they caught his eye,and he started back in ae i 
No. L—Tun MAN AND THE GLANS. There cortainly was tho room, and tho eronturo in 1 8 


2 „ oy s U 
man once stood befere a vory large looking-glass, 60 ee lay across both, through which li U 
large, indeed, that ho did not know it was a looking-glues at : 

all, aud understood not that what he seomed to sve before 
him was really behind him. And he looked and saw n room 
furnished with all sorts of things for use and comfort. 

„ Ves, said the man, “that is my room” (bat ho meant 
only the reflected room); “how pleasant to bo the proprietor 
of it, and possess all those useful and intoresting things, 
those tables, chairs, and books!“ But 7 nover pear work and rubbed out the whole reflection of the croatur, 
harn bhat 2 een ava, siid not fondi grape any a But when that was dono he noticed for tho first tims thay 
a ae as eet ly,” ho said; and folt very proud of not the croature alone, but his room also, in which he hay 

It is orderly ane ly, 10 sud, 7 i ‘ . a: 2 x 7 175 i 
it: “but one thing spoils it uttorly—-tho presence of that takpa mioh an was disfigured; und ho gricvod thera 

: i : : grostly. And moving up and down to sce how much damay, 
gross creaturo who is always standing opposito to mo and ia, 

a 155 R 5 a had been dono he found that wherever tho room wa 
staring at mo, and who will persist in doing what is s0 wrong 8 ; 1 

; : 1% P | uninjured the creature was still to bo soon in it, but cu 
--use his left hand when he should use his right, and his t rid of | obme out with Al | ' 
right hand when he should use his loft. Iwill bid him depart,” VVV 
: ` tho spikes soumed to penetrate through the creature, aul 
rubbed out bits of his room also, 

Meanwhile the light that was shining through was growing 
stronger and stronger, and at last it caught his attention, 
Once more a new thought struck him, and he went up to thy 
biggest hole and gazed through. 

Now the silver was nowhere perfectly cleaned off, only 
greatly scratched ; and in order to see more clearly the inan 
had to take off one of his gloves and use his coat cuff asa 
rubber; and at once he discovered the illusion he had ben 

under. It was no room that was before him, but a wall of 
obedience ; for the creature mado no movement to go. “If you solid, once reflecting, now transparent, matter, and wher 
will not go peaceably I shall resort to forco and compel you.” | his room and tho hideous creature had once been, now, looking 

Aud again the creature seemed to be speaking as the man | though the cleaned glass, he saw no room, but a wide 


Then a now idea seemed to strike the man; he upran 
the glass, and rubbed his spiked hands over the eront. 
faco, And tho silver film was destroyed, in which $ 
reflection shono, and the creature's faco appoared to ha, 
boon destroyed too. : 

Secing this tho Angel smiled and disappoarad ; an la 
man, using his spiked gloves as rubbers, sot vigorously 0 


So he approached the glass, and lo! the creature in the ro- 
flected room approached him, coming in the opposite direction, 

“Go back! go away!" cried the man to the creature, “L 
cannot and will not endure your presence in my room any 
longer. See, there is the door behind you. Go at once!” 

But all the while he was speaking the creature in the 
room moved his lips as if speaking also, but no sound was 
heard. And when the man stopped speaking to hear what 
the creature was saying, the creature stopped also. 

“Do you hear me?” cried the man, wrath at this A 


spoke, and ceased when he ceased; but made no sign of expanse of meadow and hill, and beyond that the bounilless 
departing. sea, with its waves flashing in the sunlight, and birds wer 

Then the man, enraged, cried out, “I will put you out by | flitting to and fro, and cattle were reposing in the meadows, 
force, and went towards it with his hands extended. But | and men and women of angelic beauty were busy over joyful 
lo! the creature at once extended its hands and came towards | labour, and everything spoke of peace aud delight. 
him. And do as he would he could not grasp it by the | But how to get to it and join them ? An invisible barrier 
shoulders as he wished to. At every attempt, however strong restrained him, and he knew not how to break through. 
or sudden, he met only the opposing hands of the creature, | How he grieved, and how he eventually learned that the 
who seemed to push against him, with a force exactly equal | 


to his own. But though surprised and troubled at findi | glaas yae ani bataole only to bis ody, A50 Dorio ma 
. and tro nding 


: : | we will leave readers to imagine for themselves. 
himself thus (apparently) resisted by the creature, the man 
refused to give in. He struggled and fought for long; 
wrestling and pushing ; but never was able, try as he might, to 
get beyond the hands of the creature, who thus seemed to 8 . ; 34% F. 
oppose to his strength a force equally great. The following very appreciative notice of Miss Florence 


| G. W. A 
At last he was in despair and cried, “Is there no one Marryat's book, There is no Death,“ appears in “The 


“THERE IS NO DEATH.” 


anywhere who will give me aid?“ And lo! as he spoke his | Lady” :— 

Angel stood beside him; but because the Angel was more This is one of the most marvellous books that has ever 
spiritual than the man no reflection was visible in the glass, | been written, and deserves a far more extended notice than 
and no corresponding Angel stood by the reflected | we have space to devote to it. When a lady, talented, 
figure. “Help me!” cried the man. “Here am I wrestling educated, and posessed of sound common-sense, sits down 
with a foe L ought to conquer; yet I prevail not at all, and deliberately to write respecting supernatural events which 
the creature grows visibly grosser and more hideous before | have come under her own cognisance, and the genuineness of 
my eyes. His face is distorted with rage, his eyes glare with | which she has proved in every possible way, she deserves s 
passion, and he resists me so strongly that save through some | calm and dispassionate hearing. We cannot say with her as 
outside aid [ cannot hope to be rid of him. Why should | yy might with a professional medium, “It is chicanery ; it is 


he insist on continuing here to disturb my posce p” his trade ” ; neither can we treat her as we might an hysterical 
“I will strengthen thee for the conflict,” said the Angel, | and foolish woman, and say, It is imagination “; nor is it 


and gave the man a pair of strong gloves, in the palms of | possible to pass the matter over as we might in the case of au 
which were many sharp points. “Push with these.“ said the | ignorant or uneducated woman, by saying that she has been 
Angel, “and thou shalt prevail.” duped or “mizzled.” When Miss Marryat tells us that she has 
So the man thanked him, and put them on. But when he | had frequent interviows with her children and with personal 
semen uth mes ii of rs fants wo bave June the grent maori an hi 
f 5 not only spoken with them, but has actually seen and fe 
Piecing 5 ae eee on ae Oe ! thom, and conversed with them on subjects which were w 
aa o e o TLE Gia Aneel 4 Tate, he atl | known to other people, we must take it that this lady 
. 05 ; believed what she wrote ; and this being the case, it resolves 
E ae ag ai 785 pao 1 5 | ea into a question of Miss Marryat’s physical and mental 
J 1 o -g 5 4 5 health, and nobody who reads “There is No Death” can 
speculum, and the silver was on the side of the glass which r 8 ; 
55 3 the man; the silver film was polished, giving a | doubt that sho is in full possession of every faculty necessary 


; ; é for close observation and logical deduction, Personally, we 
most perfect reflection, Before this the man had simply have hitherto held a neutral position with regard to Spirit- 
been pushing directly against it with the soft palms of his | ualism, believing that all is possible, but carping at the pro- 


hands, and had not disturbed the silver. bability of many of the things we heard and read about in 

But now,when he pressed against it with the sharp points, | o en with Peppi pont Pe reading this book we feel 
the points not getting firm hold of the glass as the hands had me VVV ee ae persuadest 
done, slipped aside as he pressed, and bebold, at once groat ; 8 g, and some of the 


explanations given by Miss Marryat's visitors aro curious in 
scratches appeared. the extreme, und well worthy the attention of psychologists. 
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DOCTORS AND LAWYERS ON HYPNOTISM. 


The following interesting extract from the Paris letter 
a the “St. James's Gazette" presents one view of the future 
a hypnotism in its legal aspects, which we quote without 
reessacily endorsing the writer's views, and, indeed, with 


dieet disagreement with some of them. -| Bp." Ir. “J. 


Should hypnotism over bo given tho rele that cortain 
psychologists claim for it in connection with criminal proso- 
cutions, thoro will bo no nood of Ravachola to roprosont tho 
cause of Anarohy, Tho pillars of socioty will broak up of 
thomselves; or, rather, thoy will dissolvo undor tho 
deliquvscont influence of that mawkish sontimontalism that 
is invading more ant moro tho domain of scionco and reason, 
and which makes us fear that the whito races may havo 
enterod their dotago. Somo twonty yours ago hypnotism—- 
then callod mesmorism or animal magnotism—was scoffod at 
ty tho medical profession yonorally ; its practitioners wore 
qascks and charlatans in tho eyes of tho doctors; but the 
quacks having at longth compellod the faculty to admit tho 
 aientitic reality of hypnotism, the doctors now look upon 
the new tiold of investigation and exporimont as their oxclu- 
sve property, and urge that they alone are qualified to pro- 
duce tho hypnotic state and to pursue the inquiry in regard 
wits phenomena. Tho faculty of Paris has devoted itsolf to 
this subject with more eagerness and perseverance of late 
years than that of any other city in the world, and the 
experiments of Dr. Charcot and others have made such an 
impression on the public that the general notion of moral 
responsibility, which is the pedestal on which Justice figura- 
tively sits, has been rudely shaken. It will be remembered 
that whon Gabrielle Bompard was tried with Eyraud for the 
murder of Gouffé, medical men who had attained celebrity as 
_ hypnotists gave evidenco tending to show that Gabrielle, 
from her peculiar nervous or psychological orzanisation, was 
not responsible for having lured Gouffé to his doom when 
Eyraud strangled him. One of these doctors had hypnotised 
the young woman in prison, and made her go through the 
sene of the murder while she was in the “second state,” 
which is that of the somnambulist. The jury were terribly 
puzzled by the conflict of scientific evidence. Their ideas 
were thoroughly muddled, and if their common sense had not 
been directly appealed to by the Public Prosecutor—if they 
had not been strongly urged to avoid so great a social danger 
as that of admitting the plea of moral irresponsibility in the 
absence of any proof of what the law understands by insanity 
—they would probably have acquitted Gabrielle Bompard. 
Hypnotism has made further progress since; it has accumu- 
lated additional phenomena; it has revealed fresh possibili- 
ties of “suggestion”; and we shall not have to wait very 
long before some new Gabrielle is acquitted on the evidence 
of hypnotists. 

The Figaro has just devoted four columns to the discus- 
sion of the question whether magistrates are justified in using 
bypnotism as a means of eliciting the truth from persons 
sspected of crime. It has consulted a number of eminent 
medical men, magistrates, and jurisconsults on the subject, 
and it is consoling to find that these authorities have almost 
tnanimously condemned the proposal that the law should 
oticially recognise hypnotism as an instrument of justice. The 
severely logical objection of M. Léveillé, Professor of 
Criminal Law, ought to bo a suflicient answer to those who 
wuld have prisoners experimented upon like the inmates of 
the Salpétritre. “Those who believe in hypnotism maintain 
thst the hypnotist has command over the hypnotised. How, 
then, could they placo any faith in the replies given by a 
hypnotised person, since, according to their own principles, 
such replies would be echoes rather than confessions ?" M. 
Adolphe Guillot, of the Institute, believes that hypnotism 
will never be ablo to obtain a footing in French legal 
practice, and he is of opinion that it ought not, because it 
would attack the principlo of perfect freedom in self-defence, 
shich is the right of every accused person. Still more em- 
_ phatic is Dr. Charcot in condemning the proposal, which, if 
uted upon, would, in his opinion, place medical men in 
much the same position as that which they occupied in rela- 
tion to the torture system of the Middle Ages. His profes- 
tonal feeling in the matter is fully shared by Dr. Brovardel, 
who goes so far as to say that “not one of us would lend 
himself to such villainous business.” He nevertheless admits 
that hypnotism has rendered a service to justico under 
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cortain poculiar cireumatances, Whon a porton acensed of n 

crime shows symptoms of nervous disorder and thero js reason 

to suspect n rolationship botwoen this stato and the criminal 

act with which ho in charged, it is the duty of medical 

scionco to employ evory monns for dotermining whether this 

porson’sa conduct is or is not under the immodiato influence 

of abnormal conditions. (English readers will probably apply 

thero remarks to the case of Mrs. Osborne.) Dr. Montet 
rocalls two instances in which hypnotism has boon used in 

tho restricted and special manner approved by Dr. Brouardel 
for furthoring tho ends of justice, In one case a sorvant-girl 

was accused by her mistross of stealing her jewels. Tho girl 
doniod the charge with overy appuaranco of sincerity. While 
she was in prison it was discovered that she was liable to 
spontanvous somnambulism. A doctor having reproduced 

this state by hypnotism, sho acknowledgodl thit sho had 

stolon tho jowels and told whore sho had hidden them. The 

experiment was rupoated before the court, and the proof was 
considered conclusive that sho had committed the thoft whils 
in the somnambulist state, and it was only when this con- 
dition returned that sho had any consciousness of what she 
had dono. Her moral irresponsibility was therefore held to 
ba establishod. In the other case Dr. Montet himself obtained 
the acquittal of a man charged with a serious offence by 
proving that he was liable to fall involuntarily into the 
hypnotic state and then to commit various acts of which he 
had no recollection whatever when his normal condition 
returned. It will be perceived from this that hypnotism has 
already got the thin end of the wedge into judicial practice in 
Franco. The merical profession generally is, doubtless, 
strongly opposed to its being pushed any further; but the 
question is, Will they bo able to keep it where it is? We 
know that if certain practitioners, whom he Figaro“ has 
not interviewed, could have their way, they would bring the 
public mind into such a state of perplexity with regard to 
the problem of moral responsibility that the intelligence of 
ordinary juries would be completely paralysed by meta- 
physical raasoning and scientific jargon. The publicity given 
to all these speculations, together with the writings of the 
psychological novelists, has alrea:ly brought a multitude of 
people to the point of believing that all criminal acts ara 
related to some morbid conditions of mind or body. This 
chaos of ideas, towards which we are apparently moving, is, 
perhaps, not distantly related to practical anarchism—the 
“propaganda of deeds.” The latter may be nothing more 
than a phase or symptom of the former. 


“ MODERN MEDICINE.” 


We have received a copy of the second number of this 
little sheet, which announces itself as “the Ofticial English 
Magazine of Count Mattei's System of Electro-Homæopathy.” 
The leading article by John Wilford, A. P. S., gives an 
account of some of the extreme methods of ancient medicine ; 
plentiful blood-letting, leeching, and cupping seeming to be 
the panacea for all ills. Here is an account of a treatment 
for chronic asthma. The “issues spoken of were sores caused 
by puncturing the skin and preventing the wounds from 
healing by inserting substances to keep them open :— 

An issue was made on each side of the clavicle, two small 
ones near the carotids under the chin, two under the breasts 
between the third and fourth ribs, two more backwards 
towards the fifth and sixth ribs, another in the middle of 
the thorax, one on each side between tho eighth and ninth 
ribs, and then three others in the back—fourteen ulcers in 
all! and each one to be kept running for a long time. If 
these drastic measures did not cure him his case was hopeless. 

A good many new ideas have beon of late working their 
way into men’s minds relative to the cause and cure of 
human ailments. We rocogniso pretty generally now that 
the cause must be below tho material tissue in which 
morbid symptoms are found. These morbid symptoms are 
themselves consequences, and tho great question, suggosted 
by the late James Hinton, is how to operate upon tho spirit 
and tho emotions, and so make them, if possible, conscious 
agents in tho repair of morbidity, which ever results from a 
disturbance of the proper balance of the vitul and inortive 
forces whose orderly conflict is normal health. We welcome 
the presenco of any magazino which will draw increased 
attention to finer and more spiritual methods in the treat- 
ment of disouse.—[Actinc ED.“ Liqui.“ 


He who seeks and accopts the applause of men has 
wandered from the path of God. 
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THE UNITY DOCTRINE. 


This article is my reply to the very kindly criticism of 
“wr.” on my use of Professor Boole’s Unity formula— 
“r + notr l Ein a recent number of “ Licur.” As 
Mrs. Boole has explained, I ain not the inventor of the 
principle expressed in this formula. Moses used it when 
he wrote “ Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is 
One.” (Deut. vi. 4.) 

In this reply I have to deal first with “m?s ” assertion 
that mathematical symbols cannot legitimately be used as 
they are used in this formula, Next with the formula 
itself and what it implies ; and with the statement that, as 
used, this formula is misleading and dangerous. 

First, then, let me say that upon any question of 
technical mathematics I would at once accept the dictum 
of “n.” as an authority whose knowledge of this subject 
was greater than mine. But upon the point in ques- 
tion. where the philosophy, rather than the technicalities, of 
mathesis is involved, he must excuse me if I feel bound to 
follow my own insight. I do not wish to seem to be 
undaly controversial ; for, in common with all readers of 

* Lisat,” I have the very highest opinion of the value of 
the articles which bear “1.’s” signature. I mean only to 
explain my own side of the case; and the very unity 
formula for which I am contending will compel me to 
recognise that my side is but a side, and that there is 
probably a good deal of truth in what “m,” may have to 
urge to the contrary. 

It some to me, then, that the symbols of mathematics 
are only arbitrary signs expressive of certain mental pro- 
cesses, by the use of which signs we are able to represent 
a problem in diagramatic form; make a picture of it (80 to 
speak) so that all the conditions involved shall be indicated 
in such a clear, plain way that the mind may have the 
best possible chance of grasping at once the work it is being 
called upon to perform. When 1 propound the question,“ If 
a goose weighs seven pounds, and half its own weight, 
how much does it weigh?” I stand fair chance of 
puzzling my hearers, But if I write Gown the equation ; 
æ = Tlbs, , I at once given clue to the point of the 
problem, and very few people would be puzzled by it. 

Because thas I have made a picture (as we inay say) of the 
real problem subinitted for solution. 

Now, it would not be fair to argue that because geese 


A 


were in no way related to mathematios, therefore the concepts of Thesis and Antithesis, my side and my opp” 
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symbol of mathematics ought not to be used in any 
"Ny 
' 1 

i Fon though 2 
not mathematical, yet weight is, whether it be the 

ofa goose or of anything else, 

In the same way, I suggest, it is true that whiny, 
by the use of symbols the conditions of a problem tai 
° ‘ 
expressed in such a way that by eliminating unte, 
matter the scope of the problem is more easily gra, 


tion uvolving geese AS iN element, 


woig, 


' 
ls 
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there such symbols may be most fairly and righteously Lt 
For the symbola ave not mathematios but only signs rep 
senting pental processes, and they may therefore be fag, 
used for any problemn involving menta) processes, i 
What then is the mental process which is for wa "ity 
fied by the aid of this formula ? This brings me to my Wry, 
point, under which this question will be best discus), 
The process is in its briefest expression this: J, 


observed differences prove cssential issimilarity ? or, 
fuller form —what is the real significance of, or, if you w) 


the real value to be assigned to the appearances of, oy 
traries in almost everything that comes within m, 


cognisance? At first, Tam quite willing to admit, it m 
not seem that there is any problem at all here; hecans, , 
the first stage of intelligence, appearances are admitto y 
directly proving that things are as they appear, But alw: 
the mind has gained a certain amount of knowledge a u, 
(apparent) fact, (though it can never at the time be away 
that there is any distinction between actual fact av 
apparent fact) it seeks, by virtue of an inherent necesi; 
to deduce from these data a general philosophy of lie, 
main truth of things, in harmony with which all these “facu 
shall be. This is the great inductive process, and it would l 
proceeded with very smoothly and readily were it not another 
though as yet unobserved, fact that the mind itself be 
laws which it must obey, and that it is not able to aco 
all and every proposition which may seem to be an indw 
tion from the observed facts. 

Apart from this condition there would be no difficulty 
and the generalisation might be proceeded with with ven 
little question. And it might be somewhat as follows :— 
Because there are beautiful and good things in the work, 
helpful and beneficent impulses in humanity, the Author 
all must be Good ; but because there are also hideous ani 
evil things in the world, harmful and selfish impulses i 
humanity, it must follow either that there is also an en 
power who is the Author of these, or that the Good Author 
of all has unadvisedly allowed to [Lis creatures a power of 
being independent of Him, whereby the ignorance o 
limitation in them has been able to thwart and mar th 
entirely good designs of the Author of all, Who is hereby 
proved to be not the Author of 4%, but only of the goi 
part of things ; the complement being credited to this self 
power in the creature. 

In this way a real difference is established, and te 
principle of things is denied to be a unity and asserted v 
be a duality ; whereby it follows that we cannot tell which 
of the two conflicting sides is going to win in the long run 
which really involves that we have no trustworthy criterion 
of good and bad. 

Against this is set the apprehension of the unity 

“The Lord is One.” That is, the source of all 
All things, howsoever they nivy appear to differ, 
have but one origin, one source j and the integration of all 
differences is unity. 

No one can rightly apprehend this law without at once 
understanding that there must be certain minds to whom 
it will appear not to be true: because no single thing, or 
in the terms of the formula, no æ equals unity. To attain 
unity you must put together two sides. Your sido aul 
your opponent's side ; or, as Hegel taught, “Truth is the 
synthesis (or unifying) of Thesis and Antithesis.” 

Now, how am l to express in the simplest way thee 


teachers, 
is One. 


K we me 


ae as «= ce 
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mat's sido? Logic teaches me that in “division” two 
hings are necessary. First, to know what I| am going to 
jivide. Second, to determine the sort of division 1 wish 
w make. The sorts of division are two. Ife want to 
bow how many different ways there are of dividing up the 
das, I may divide by using different names. As, for 
instance, plates as a class may be divided into soup plates, 
meat plates, pudding plates, and cheese plates. This we 
yay express by the formula v = oa +b +e +d. But if 
ur object is to be quite sure I have div ided into parts the 
whole of the class in question T can only do it by what is 
wermed “dichotomy” ; that is, say plates are divided into 
meat plates and not meat plates ; or, meat plates + not 
mat plates equal the whole of the class plates. 
This may be expressed by the formula a + not x = 1. 
Whereby it is clearly shown that the difference in the 
character of the plates does not involve that the two kinds 
are absolutely contrary, and that only opposition and no 
nlation exists between them. 

The formula would be just as true and just as helpful 
were any sign other than „%“ used for the two contrary 
ches. We use “a” because it is generally used for a 
gneral truth, which is to be universally true whatever 
particular interpretation may be given. 

Now, Professor Boole has in his Laws of Thought“ 
town clearly why any whole class or universe (as he 
wms it) is properly represented by 1 or unity. Transcen- 
dental arithmetic teaches that number is properly made up 
ofthese three concepts. Unity, less than Unity, and more 
than Unity, for the highest number you can take is simply 
an aggregation of repetitions of Unity. Nought or zero is 
wt properly a number at all, but is the antithesis of the 
idea of number. 

Now the philosophical choice is set before everyone, 
whether of the two principles he will follow — that 
phenomena are fractions of a Unity, or that phenomena 
are units whose characteristics are opposite and contrary. 
lapologise for not being able to express this more clearly. 
What I mean is that everyone must choose between the 
uternative principle of Unity and Duality, and decide which 
š the key principle which explains all obscurities and 
dificulties of life and is the governing motive of the whole. 

There is nothing involving technical mathematics in 
this problem. Any person whose mind works clearly and 
rationally ought to be able to grasp the conditions and 
um an opinion favouring one side or the other, or, if very 
wiversal, seeing truth in both. 

If we believe that the Universe arises out of a 
Unity we shall adopt the formula “æ + not x = 1” to 
express our apprehension that truth is the system of no one 
tide, party, sect, or school: “æ” symbolising any particular 
tde and “not x” all the rest; and we assert by the formula 
that neither the “æ” nor the “not æ” is the whole full 
tuth, but that to find this whole full universal truth you 
-mast integrate the two seemingly opposing sides. 

The duality formula would be, I conceive, “a + not 
t= 2, of which the one is true and the other false. That 
i, there are two Causes, and two Universes produced respec- 
tively hy the two Causes, each absolutely contrary and un- 
tiated ; and each constantly antagonising the other. These 
werall the good and the evil. But we have no reason for 
tbese names other than that by “ good” we mean the side 
"e ourselves take and hold, and see; and by “evil,” the 
tide which those who differ from us (or, in other words, the 
Yicked and evil) take and hold and see. There can thus be 
n justification for adherents of the opposite Universes 
"garding one another in any spirit other than that of 
dy antagonism and hate; and each should seek to 
‘anihilate the other. This is ever the spirit of dualism. 

On the other hand, the Unity principle teaches that 
‘hee is but one Cause and one Universe, which is frac- 
“nalied or split up into numberless apparent differences, 
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as is necessary when universal truth is presented to finite 
minds: each will see the side on which he stands, and 
won't see the opposite side. None the less is his own side 
not the whole perfect universal truth, but only in partial 
apprehension of it. To find the whole he must take himself 
and his opposite, thesis and antithesis, and integrate or 
synthesise them, A thing which at first he will by no 
means be able practically to do. Nevertheless it is clearly 
his duty, if he would be true to his principle, to believe 
that though his limited faculty cannot accomplish this, 
infinite faculty can ; and to God, the Infinite, the Universal, 
there is no problem, no apparent contraries, no sin. “The 
darkness is no darkness to Thee, but the night is as clear 
as the day ; the darkness and light to Thee are both alike.” 

And so far from there being danger in this principle or 
in its pictorial representation, % + not s=unity,” there is 
no real lasting safety in anything else. The other theory 
turns earth into a battle-field ; justifies the horrors and 
tortures that man has inflicted on inan in the days of the 
Inquisition and of all religious intolerance ; makes God the 
Father only of some, and not all humanity ; and involves 
that one side must eternally triumph and one be eternally 
ruined and lost. 

How much sublimer and diviner is the Unity doctrine ; 
The Lord is One, good to all, loving all, understand- 
ing all. Able to save all; because in Him all things 
consist, and all things, whether they be things in Heaven, 
or things on earth, or things under the earth, are in Him 
and for Him: and in the end, when the present limitation 
is brought to perfection, and we see face to face instead of 
through a glass darkly, the One God and Father of all, Who 
is above, through, and in all, shall be known to be, not as 
the duality law would demand, all in some—His side, His 
part of things—but simply unequivocally and sublimely— 
All in All. G. W. A. 


RECEPTION TO MR. G. SPRIGGS. 


At the Portman Rooms, Baker-street, a reception will be 
held in honour of Mr. G. Spriggs, the well-known Cardiff 
medium, on his return from the Antipodes for a brief period. 
Monday, May 30th, is the date fixed. Mr. Everitt will 
preside, and the proceedings include the presentation of an 
address, to be followed by a ball. The price of tickets is 5s., 
2s. 6d., and ls. They are obtainable from Mrs. Bessie 
Russell Davies,Sunnyside, Ledrington-road, Upper Norwood, 
or from Mr. G. D. Wyndoe, 21c, Victoria-dwellings, Battersea 
Park-road, S.W. 


CHRISTO-THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 


On Thursday, May 26th, Dr. G. Wyld will read a paper 
on “The Proposed Restrictions on Mesmerism.” The subject 
is u very important one, and delegates from severa) societies 
interested in psychological investigations will be invited to 
be present. The meeting will be held at the headquarters 
of the Society, 33, Bloomsbury-square, W.C., at 4 p.m. Any 
persons interested in either side are invited to attend. At 
the conclusion of Dr. Wyld's paper a resolution denouncing 
the injustice of limiting the practice of mesmeric investi- 
gation to the medical profession will be proposed and put to 
the vote of the meeting. A full report of the meeting will 
appear in “ Ligut.” 


Ir has been arranged that a Congress of Hypnotism and 
Psychological Medicine will be held in London in the 
beginning of August, under the presidency of Mr. Sidgwick. 
Among other well-known names which will be found on the 
Committee of Reception are those of Bain, Romanes, 
Mercier, and Spencer. Some considerable difference of 
opinion may be expected to be expressed on the possibility 
of persons being induced to commit crimes while under tha 
influence of hypnotic suggestions. In other words, the two 
schools of Liegsis and Benedict may look forward to having 
their differing theories pretty well sifted. 

On with your mission, and never a suniming of results in 
hand, nor thirst for prospects, nor counting upon harvests ; 
for seed sown in faith day by day is the nightly harvest of 
the soul, and with the soul we work, with the soul we see.— 
Groce MEREDITH. 
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RECORDS OF PRIVATE SEANCES FROM NOTES TAKEN | » fow yours, In all gront convulsions spirit 


AT THE TIME OF EACH SITTING. 
No. XV. 
Frou run Recorts or Mus, S. 


March iti. Our citele conowod ita sittings aftor a wook’s 
cossation, We heard many diferent sounds, and ono was 
the loudest wo have had. It was as if tho spirit bad thrown 
on the table a heavy ball of load with groat power, It was 
startling to a degron, On striking a light wo found a small 
silver waiter, with a roso and biscuit, had beon brought from 
the dining-room and plaved im front of the meadiwn. It 
must either have passed through tho wall or through two 
closed doors. 

March Sth and tth. We held short, unsatisfactory 
seances, accumpatnied by tho usual raps and sounds without 
information. 

March 10th. Sat fora short time. Imperator controlled the 
medium for a time, but l havo no record of the conversation. 
He informed us when we wished for physical manifestations to 
sit in the room below, and for information in the study. The 
medium's work and delicate health prevented much being 
xiven that otherwise could bo done, 

March leth. Raps vory distinct all over tho room 
especially in the cupboard under the bookcase, Imperator 
controlled for a short time. He said the medium’s bad 
health and work at the present season were such that he had 
thought it might be well to withdraw manifestations through 
him for a timo. He promised if possible to nwet us on Thurs- 
day, and advised us to rofrain from meeting until then. There 
was so much noise in the room during the short control that 
Imperator had to explain the reason. He said all the spirits 
who governed the physical manifestations were allowed to 
manifest to use up the spare power in the room, or evil 
influences might get into the circle owing to the modium's 
bad state of health. After this explanation a tremendous 
thud came on the table, and Imperator wished us “Good 
night,” and departed. 

March 17th. While Mr. S. M. was smoking in the billiard- 
room such strange sounds came that he fetched Dr. S. 
down. They sat for a short time, and the raps were 
tremendous, us if made with a heavy metallic hammer. This, 
occurred again on March 10th, and they were then told to go 
upstairs and sit in the seance-room, which accordingly they 
did, and I joined them. Many different sounds came, and 
this loud one close to me. It was very startling. The 
medium reasoned with the spirit, telling it not to rap so 
loud. It then rapped more gently on the harmonium stool, 
and gave a soit rap near my fingers. We heard again this 
evening the same constant rapping in the cupboard, and on 
asking we found it was Dr. S. s little sister who had been 
rapping there. She told us to look, and said, “1 wrote.” 
Upon breaking up the seance and looking into the cupboard, 
we found written ona piece of paper, “Dieu vous garde. 
C. P. S. Speer.” 

March 20th. This evening our circle met. Two new 
members added, Mr. N. and Mr. Percival. We sat in 
the dining-room by firelight, and commenced our seance at 
nine o'clock. Rector soon manifested, walked round the 
room, shook the floor and our chairs, also the silver aud 
glass things on the sideboard. Dickey rapped on the 
medium’s chair. The heavy dining-table was moved. The 
spirit of J. N. L. came, rapped out her real name, “Janet 
Nares Lydgate,” said our prayers had done her good, and 
rapped out “Thanks.” After a short break we sat again; 
R. and other spirits manifested round the medium. 
When the control was established, Imperator said, “ Good- 
evening, friends,” and held the following conversation with 
us :—" We wish to redeem our promise to you. We are here 
for a short time to give you information on any points you 
wish to ask. The spirit attached to the physical bund, who 
has manifested here several times, and has not yet learnt to 
control the power as much as he will in time to come, has 
only joined the band quite recently, and taken the place of 
another spirit who has been drafted off.” “As to the medium 
you controlled ages ago?” “lt was about the time of the 
Reformation; the medium 1 influenced was one who was 
proximately concerned in the movement which separated the 
Protestant from the Roman Catholic Church. The influence he 
exerted was an indirect influence on ons of the prominent 
movers of that convulsion. I was only attached to him for 
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with varth-life through tho circle, the two are amalgamated, 
We cannot now explain to you how that can bo.” “Hos 
was it sho usol tho Fronch language “° “To mako herself 
recognised. If you woro to form a circle of Chinese, % 
would write in Chineso.” “Do spirits undorstand all 
languagos 7" “Yes. Not quite, 1 must not mislead, 
Thoy gathor thoir improssions from the circle by thought- 
roading. Spirits do not require language ; they do not neces. 
sarily know what other spirits aro thinking, unless in rapport 
with them.” “As to the spirits round us without medium?“ 
“They have no means of knowing. They cannot see yo 
distinctly. It depends much how far they have progressed, 
The undeveloped seo loss than the developed spirits. Only 
medinmistic spirits can manifest.” ‘Can you see us now!" 
“No.” “Shall we ever be able to see you ?” “Probably,” 
“Can you give us any information as to tho sounds we hear 
early in the morning 2” “I cannot give you information 
except when I have been present. Raps occur in the early 
morning because the influences then are unmixed and pure, 
the mind is at ease, and circumstances mors propitious, and 
that timo is selected to manifest the presence of pitt 
guides. Spirits need not seo you to influence you; you 
imagine that sight is connected with eyes. We are cognisant 
of your presence without seeing you. The influence of spint 
on spirit is magnetic. Magnetic influence in the body is 
generally exercised through the eye, but it does not follow that 
that is the only way of influenciug. Would it be desirable 
to form this circle once a fortnight 7" “It will depead upon 
circumstances. It would be desirable, if you are all of one 
mind and desire the truth. The atmospheric conditions to- 
night are not unfavonrable.” “Do you not desire to com 
mence a course of teaching?“ “I desire to do a great deal, 
but am able to do but little. We can give you scraps only 
at present. We are not able to command the flow of infor- 
mation we wish. The points are, first, on this grand subject, 
the influence of the Deity, of spirit agency, and of that 
agency on mankind. Wo shall desire to show you that God 
Himsolf is the centre of influence, and that His intluence, 
flowing through intermediary agencies, permeates humanity, 
and how those influences (angelic,as you call them) intluence 
mankind. We should be glad to show you how the angelic 
influence surrounding the centre of light diffuses itself among 
those it is able to reach) and how the spirit of the Most 
High, traversing those channels, reaches all who are able to 
receivo it. Travelling on from that, we should like to show 
you how man becomes tho means of disseminating tho 
knowledge of which he is the unconscious recipient. Follow- 
ing on from that, we would desire to point out how man 
may cultivate the power given to him, and aid the work for 
which he is chosen, aud how the Spirit of God dwelling 
among men may be fostered. This would lead us to give 
you a rationale of the power of God coming from on 
high, descending through the angel ministers, permeating 
His chosen messenger, descending among men, and showing 
how they may be fellow-workers with God.“ Here an un- 
fortunate fall of the screen which shaded the light from the 


medium's eyes, disturbed and dissipated the control, The 
medium instantly awoke and [mperator left.* 
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A MAN should be a Siegfried, armed cap-à-pie, towards the 
small troubles of everyday—those little differences we have 
with our fellow-men, insignificant disputes, unbecoming con- 
duct in other people, petty gossip, and many other similar 
annoyances of life; he should not feel them at all, much les 
take them to heart and brood over them, but hold them at 
arm’s length and push them out of his way, like stones that 
lie in the road, and upon no account think about them and 
give them a place in his reflections, —SCHOPENHAURR. 


. * It is obvious that these fragmentary recorda g 
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BOEHME’S PHILOSOPHY. 


Ee 


From Tae “ReLIGIO-PHILOSOPHIOAL JOURNAL,” 

Every cyclo of montality has its representative, Boohme, 
pw than Luthor, roprosonted the esoteric and exoteric 
ought of the 18th century. In his vague, mystical, and 
parently hoterogenoons unfoldmont, the true in Christianity 
kund its culmination and tho future of its broadening ovolu- 
pn In him was the divino gorm planted which has floworud 
stand borne tho fruit of that classified knowlodgo which 
te world calls acionco. The roots of this gorm wore 
nourtshod by tho thought of tho past, and in tho treo which 
tas grown from this gorm and its rootlets tho intollectunlity 
yi tho raco has oxpanded until now wo can behold the 
Winning and trend of a universal ovolution, 

In Boohmo's formula of the self-existont God—"“ Nothing," 
„Al.“ “Father,” “Son,” “Spirit,” “Word” and “ Wisdom“. — 
w have the ground of all tho speculations of the past, 
sbether Pagan or Christian, as to the inscrutable, unknow- 
„de Absolute. Thoso,too, may bo found, in one sense, in tho 
-{nonditioned " of Kant, Hamilton, Mansel and Spencer. 
pehme declares the one sole Existent Divinity is “unknow- 
dle —except by apprehension of the highest angel, and 
jm only as mirrored in the Divine Wisdom—the reflection 
gf the “All” discreted from this self-existent God in the 
srgenorated “Ideas” which he calls the Unbeginning 
agianing "—the “Etornal Nature.” In this fluidic ocean of 
Lie all the germs of whatever is are manifested. It is the 
squning of causo—the beginning of the finite—the begin- 
ung of so-called “creation.” From this starting point each 
am is differentiated, containing within itself the potency 
fit alter evolution. All through his writings this thought 
a dwelt upon; now in abstract statement, now ia similitude, 
wl eiten personified. Is there not here a hint of the now 
sientifically demonstrated law of evolution? 

It is claimed that Kepler was indebted to Boehme for 
mny of his thoughts and theories in regard to astronomy. It 
swell known that Newton acknowledged his indebtedness 
n Boehme for his theory of gravitation. Much that is in 
demistry can also be traced to his suggestions. Boehme was 
ssedsower, without much method, it is true, in his seed 
swing, The fruit of bis thought bas made tho conditions, 
tever, in the mentality of the race by which others could 
cae forth and do a larger work. Without Boehme it is pos- 
abv no such great thinker as Swedenborg could have come 
sn the scene and have acted his part. Much that is in that 
pat sers work can be traced in Boehme’s writings. 
‘vedendorg was a scientist, equipped with a university 
#aation to start with, and hence was better able to express 
ts thoughts than Boehme. 

Bæhme will be a perennial fountain to many minds of a 
zmtical and speculative turn. It is well for those who have 
te time, the intellectual ability and the inclination to study 
wth No one can ever master Boehme at second hand; one 
an not only be imbued with his spirit, but must, in a 
wtain sense, become en rapport with his state. One must see 
wreath his jargon, his uncouth way of presenting mystical 
zoth, an harmonious, systematic,and beautiful theory, clotbed 
a tò serious religious garb of the sixteenth century. He 
tumed the “Divine Sophia“ as his bride; and certainly he 
ts loyal to her behests; for he was a life-long sufterer for 
ts devotion to what ho considered truth. 

Many have attempted to give Boehme’s revelations to the 
wld; but all have thus far failed. St. Martin, Gretchel, 
Martinsen, Schelling, Baader, Dr. Law and others have tried 
4 wirror his mystical meanings. Dr. Law probably more 
“aly gave the outcome of his principles than any of the 
ters, He was a clergyman of deep spirituality, and entered 
ritua of his being Boehme's English translator into the 
aer hidden meanings of the text he had to grapple with. 

At. Hartmann, assisted by Mrs. Penny, whose work we 
‘we made the text for these imperfect articles, attempts to 
ali koehme's “Theosophy ” with that now current and 
‘i by that came. Hartmann’s translations are too free, 
“dume of his statements are hardly more than a travesty 

vat he undertakes to expound. 
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nt must analyse your Faith before you can combine its 
“4, and so make every point the subject of your own con- 
“out and further the progressivo state which it is the 
Mue Will that man should experience, 
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The following curious present day instance of what is 
still believed in somo countries is worth preserving. The 
cause of the obsession is at least remarkable :—- 


The Berlin correspondent of the “ Daily Nows ” sends an 
extraordinary story taken from the official report drawn up 
by a Catholio priest of Wemding, in Bavaria, of the driving 
out of a devil from a boy. Tho poor boy would not pray or 
go to church, had fits of tempor, paid no rospoct to sacred 
things, and, among other misdeeds, ill-troated his parents, 
Tho latter sought the advice of doctors, and, when they 
could do nothing, Father Aurelian, the priost of the village, 
pronounced the benediction over the boy, but without any 


offoct. Then the boy was sent to a convent, but no reforma- 
tion followed. Whon the Bishop of Augsburg a year ago 


visitod the place, tho father, as a last resource, brought the 
boy to him, hoping he might cure him. The Bishop ap- 
proached tho boy with great dignity and consciousness of 
power, and exclaimed, “Thou canst not deceive me, Unclean 
Spirit!” But the boy remained as obstinate as ever; and 
now the conclusion was come to that he was possessed of a 
devil, und the operation of driving it out was determined 
upon. It lasted two days, and was, of course, not without 
greut pain to the boy. The official report says, about the 
result of the operation :— 


After applying the samo means as in the morning, L ex- 
horted the devil to confess the whole truth, whether he 
would leave the boy. After long exorcisin he at last, with 
groaus and sighs, said in a humble tone, “ Yes.” On receiv- 
ing this answer | became more emboldened, and adjured him 
by God, by the Holy Virgin, and the Holy Archangel 
Michael, to declare whether he would go at once. “Yes,” 
was the answer. I adjured him a third time to tell the 
whole truth, whether he would really go. He again answered 
with a decisive “ Ves. When the devil the first time con- 
sented to leave the boy I exhorted him not to enter into any 
of the persons present, nor into any other being who might 
wish to have him, but to go to that spot which God had ap- 
pointed. After a pause, I asked, Hast thou left the boy?“ 
“Yes,” was the reply. “Thy companions also?” “Yes.” 
“The third time I conjure thee to declare the whole truth. 
Hast thou and thy companions left the boy?” “Yes.” 
“Where art thou now?“ “In hell.” “Thy companions 
also?” “Yes.” In the name of the most Holy Trinity L 
adjure thee for the third time to give some sign thereof.“ 
“Yes, we are in hell, came back the answer in fearful tones. 
This last answer really seemed to come from hell. At first 
the devil had answered in an impudent and spiteful tone, but 
the last answer was quite melancholy. Now the boy began 
to weep. It was the sign that the evil spirit had really loft 
him, for only at that moment when he declared for the third 
time that he was in hell did the spirit go. Until then he had 
lied unto me, for he is the Father of Lies. I now made the 
boy make the sign of the cross, contemplate the crucifix, 
repeat the holy names of Jesus and Mary, as well as that of 
the Archangel Michael. He did so, weeping bitterly. 1 
handed him the pieces of the Cross and sacred relics to kiss. 
He kissed them with many tears. He then said the 
Lord’s Prayer and the Ave Maria, sobbing loudly. This 
ended the exorcism, und a thanksgiving mass was then held. 


Father Aurelian also explains why the devil took posses- 
sion of the boy. The father, a Catholic, had married a 
Protestant, and was married in a Protestant church and the 
children had been brought up in the Protestant faith, The 
father has now, says the report, “made good his fault.“ The 
marriage ceremony has been celebrated again according to 
the Roman Catholic rite, the children have been re-baptised, 


and it is even hoped that the mother will go over to the 
Catholic Church. 


Feresue Souts.—These souls have not the wings to lift 
themselves to Heaven, and the Lord, Who, nevertheless, 
desires them to come, sends help to them. He places thein 
in a heap of thorns, and makes tho firo of suffering to 
descend; and no sooner is the wood consumed than they 
shoot upwards like a white vapour, resembling the pigoons 
that took thoir flight from amid the dying flames of the 
stakes of the martyrs. It is the soul that has completed 
its sacrifice, and that the flames of tribulation have rendered 
light enough to rise to Heaven, as smoke does. The wood 
is hard and motionless; set fire to it—a portion of its very 
substance mounts to the clouds. As long as the 
inner man is pure, his thought rises without hindrance, and 
goes evor forward, approaching the source of all intellectual 
foroe—God,.—Maunrive pe GUERIN. 
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“DREAMS OF THE DEAD,” 


This baok, published at present only in Atmerioa, will we 
hope shurtly make ite way over here, Whatever we may 
thuk ita twaching, it Js undeniably n work of pront 
inheretut interest It contains a reourd of a porive of Astral 
Experionves through which the writer was condustod, and ol 
eertain mystic parsonages, somo continel to tho trance 
plane, others te the ordinary plane of outer Consulounntas, 
who suggested to him new tease on many important pointa, 
whivh ideaa ho wokas to pass on U hin readers in tho pagut 
of this volume, We are conscious all through the per 4, of 
it of a wieh that the writer had made rather moro cloar tu 
w than he bas dono whether the experiences recorded were 
wotuslly gone through by hi, whether, that is, he sincerely 
believes that all was enacted as he hay ceecriled it, or 
whether the ideas alone were evolved in his mind, auc 
hae used the form of a ewrive of cxperionces ap tho dramatic 
representation which may give greater point and force to 
these ilena, In a word, did the incidents actually occur to 
hun aa real conscious experivnuces, or did he invent them an 
a vehicle for expounding hia philosophy to the world y 

This question is one that the author bimself alone can 
settle for us, and until he gives us further inforination there 
is no more to be said upon it. It remains, therefore, to 
examine the main philosophical position expounded in this 
book: a question upon which our judgment can be exorcised 
quito regardless of the particular way in which these ideas 
hare been attained by the author. 

The principal doctrine put forward in this book i» that 
the brain atoms, so long as they are not dininteyrated, 
pussers a weird sort of power over the mundane soul of cach 
personality, who has not, by having mastered all „tra! 
sonse desire, rained himsolf to a level sufficiently high to be 
nw longer subject to matter. 

The sep tenoial definition of the elsments that together 
make up humanity i» here adopted in accordance with the 
teaching of both Eastern aud Western mystical schools. 
That which ie purely spiritual of the Kyo soars at once aloft 
at death t spirit realms; but the mundano soul (as it is 
called) remains chained to earth, unable to rise until (to use 
the words of ove of them) “the last atom of brain tissue of 
our earthly ahelle has gone to dust (p. Z1). On the name 
page this sume shade astral of a departed friend of the writer 
thus peaks: “We are forme generated from living brain- 
cells, still active in decomposing disintegrating bodies laid 
away in consecrated yrouud, We are dreams of the dead, 
clothed in attenuated material shape.” 

This particular being or shade of the writer's defunct 
friend, Barton, is spoken of all through the book us if he 
woro actually Barton himself, although he himself speaks of 
a spiritual part of buaself which, when he has conquered his 
present overmastering attraction to earth, he will ascend and 
rejoin. There is» alight confusion, two, in the definition 
of whut this sait power ia which keeps the poor shade 
below. In the early part of the work, where Barton himself 
speaks, it seems to be the fact that though bis body ie buried 
the brain celle are yet intact, through the mistaken kindness 
of sorrowing friends, who onght to bave had it cremated, or at 
least buried in auch a way that the force holding the cells to 
their humano-physicloyical type should be disintegrated as 
soon as poanible. While later in the book in the vision 
which Hasta unfolds it appears that this carth binding force 
ie Barton's love for wife and son, 

These are probably rather apparent than actual contru- 
doctious For Drot, ii we only remember that the puraonality 
known to self in eelf-couscioumness, and to friends, is but a 
staal) part of the whole content of the Kyo it in quite oasy 
to son that the case of all of us, hers below, even while living, 
is much the same aa Barton describes in his own case after 
death. 
union with that truer, more univeresl self, which is only 
“self “in an altogether now sonso of the word, a pense 
cunnoting universal characteristicn and sympathies, 

The queation is, what is thie down-hulding force © That 
it may have eome relation to brain-culls ie probable, but that 
it originates in Drain-colln in, to us, not thinkable. And 
snroly there are prave difficulties in the suppomtion that the 
physical condition of the brain-cells determines the question 
of the liberty or bondage of the soul after death, If this be 
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„Dries of the Dead.” By KU Branton, (Boston, U. B. A. 
Lee A Bhepard, I=.) 
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diaposing of the body, becwuns thus alone shnso fatal ira 4 
colls are at ones reduced to dunt, the forces uli iy 
atoma ts thin physiological fori is etui vi, and s, 
poor hado is frou at once to rise, — 

Fa trunor, an it neous to un, in tie idun that Un dy 
holding forces is what Mastorn nysteans call Hue, 
Lova in a most poweriul forco: t intuyratally wiy 
Incchanioal or chemical force, as far an we can at Pisna 
nsu, but nono the lons a real (perhaps the only teal) hay 
It in not, besides, an extraneous force, What in ral relay, 
can thoro be between the pornistence of Lhe traiteulle | 
the hold of the animal vital force which continues ti, 
that spocie form, and the happiness or mincry uh thu w, 
for some period after death ¢ The thing dou not dun 4 
hold with our pense of juste, as ty cause and le u 
But the luove-force in a character force. It depends on wia 
a man ia how he lovos; and wo it surely ought vo depend V. 
what a man i and not on the condition in which hie vay 
brain-celly we, whether he can rine to ppiritual plato, y 
must for a time continuo in the lower astral mpheres Au 
ina true senso what a iman loves in but what he ion thy 
plano of manifestation. To be and to luve are “b tw, 
things; but two names for ono thing under two categoria 
the spirit unmanifest and its manifestation in terius y 
character, Hence the man’s ability or inability as ½ bm 
is not the Get cause of his lot after death; for tha 
ability or inability is itself a result of, an outcome h, thy 
causes Which determine rpecific characters, which ate, w 
apprehend, Being into circumstances: just an the path o a 
stonu we may throw is a resultant of the force we apply int, 
the inertia of the stouc, which inertia is largely mais up 
mass of density. ‘The point we are contending for bets i 
simply this, that the state of things after bodily dea 
described in the book under review, viz., the retention 4 
a conscious personality of some kind, call it mundass wa. 
or what you will, cannot depend upon circumstencs « 
accidental as the question whether its friends diapose of iu 
body by cremation or burial on the “carth Lo earth lie 
or by the yruesome fashion of an air-tight casket, perhaps 
intensified by the injection of preservative substances, bo 
must be sought in seme quality inherent in the personality 
itself, and that the only quality which seems adequate to ix 
the cause of such consequences is the essential character o 
the Being—the only index to which for us is his huma 
charactor as manifested by his loves and hates. 

We shall continue our remarks on this interesting volun 


in a future number, 


GOO RULES ALL. 


What art Thou, mighty One? and where Thy seat? 

Thou broodest on the calin that cheers the lands, 

And Thou dost bear within Thy angel hands 

The rolling thunders and the lightnings fleet ; 

Stern on ‘hy dark-wrought car of cloud and wind 

Thou guid’st the northern storm at night's dread noop, 

Or on the red wing of the fierce monsoon 

Disturb'st the peeping giant of the Ind. 

In the drear silenco of the polar span 

Dost thou repose ¥ or in the solitude 

Of sultry tracks, where the lono caravan 

Hears nightly howl the tiger’s hungry brood. 

Vain thought—the confines of His throne to trace, 

Who glows through all the fields of boundless space. 
— II. K. Waite 


„Wa ane Dusr,”—] never see one of those spiral pillars 
of dust which, like a mimic simoom, rush along the rosi 
| upon & windy day, without thinking “There is an imags © 
life” Dust and a breath. Observe how the apparet! 
| “pillar” in but a condition, and an active condition, of ts 

tien of dust, and those particles continually changitg. 
The form depends on the incessant movement, The beat! 
sand floats on the impalpable air while it partakes its motion; 
lot that conso and it falls. So the dull cloda of the fe! 
| mitten by force take wings and soar in life, partake for è 
time ita rapid course, and then, the force exhausted, 1! 
| back into their former state. A whirl, a flux, maintained bf 
forces without and ceasing when they aro withdrawn —that” 


our life. — JAME HIT. 


ysy A. 1692.) 
OF THE CREATION, AND CORRESPONDENCE OF 
EARTH TO OTHER PLAWETS.” 


qe following interesting paper I am permitted to publish 
by the kindness of a friend from whom it was received, 
although it was not written for publication but only 
for private perusal. It was not written automatically, 
but camo as a real interior perception and is, I am 
given to understand, but a brief part of a largo 
philosophy of the cosmos which has come to my friend 
in this way of interior illumination. Perhaps that is not 
the exactly best term to express the actuality, but it is 
stall events roughly true, and serves to distinguish this 
form of the conveyance of knowledge from that auto- 
matic guidance of the hand, which is useful whon from 
some cause the mind cannot be directly illuminatod.— 
Active Eh. or “ Liahr.“) 


In the solar system—of which earth is but a minor planet 
dere are seven other spheres connected rather through tho 
in conjunction with these, or through the moon in 
gajanction with the sun. 

Before these were evolved out of chaos, as in the account 
ithe creation in Genesis, all the constituent parts of this 
gist system were contained in one chaotic mass, waiting in 
Lart of dreamy leisure, for arrangement into orderly form, 
asces ion, and movement. 

This disorderly mass, by the intervention of a supreme 
jee, began in its lighter parts to fall into rhythmic motion, 
Ad consequent severanco of part from part: at first form- 
ag oly luminous rings of more or less intensity, but 
qeiully, under the power of movement, each assuming 
olividual difference so that one rose above another. Thus 
ist the nucleus of Saturn was gathered together, then Jupiter, 
then Mercury, and afterwards the Sun and Moon. This brings 
gw the fourth age, which probably lasted many millions of 
ar years. The next cast off into space was Mars, then 
‘anus, and then of all the more solid constituents, the more 
ssisant matter, Earth alone remained, containing in her, so 
we speak, the dregs of all this cast-off world-forming vital 
gistance. For the unevolved or irresponsive substance 
rusined in her to be quickened under pressure of striving 
aw st-one-ment with her types of life, or else with the plane- 
ty rings surrounding her which still retained a far distant 
«ho of that planet or sphere there represented in vibration. 
Thus when we say that certain creatures belong to Venus, 
e Mars, or the more fluidic planets, we simply wish to con- 
w the idea that the flesh-forming, type-forming medium 
tough which these characteristics are represented responds 
ù the conditions of one or other of these worlds more 
asiy and fully than to the Universal order of our own planet, 
Earth. 

Weare obliged to embrace the time idea if we wish to 
wares the picture of a creative force working against resist- 
wx: and we must deal with matter as it appears to our 
ganie senses as the more important part of the creative 
uprssion of type and species. Of course, we recognise 
tat change is always going on, that fluidic forces are ever 
dating through, moderating, refining, and chemically chang- 
cg the constituents of every expression of Being; arranging 
tyes and species in every world throughout the Universe. 
Bat the life-current, the true vital force, can only be 
newured or perceived by sume resistant, or less material, 
bination of atoms, and the more diverse are these in the 
sewure of their resistance, the more numerous expressions 
x types will respond to the demand for outlet to the 
faidie or vital forco. 

li is because the Earth-condition is so hard, so resistant, 
“at character comes to the fore, and is expressed sc 
‘uphatically. Here is the place of division, the parting of 
tad from kind; the place of discernment, of revelation, of 
Atception. 

To be fully human is to be universal, and therefore to be 
‘stondent to all the notes and vibrations of the heavens 
“ove us, and of the solids under our feet. Our earth—in 
-“tiptural language has represented the potter’s field, where 
"rangers or aliens have been hidden, covered. The planetary 


“tes of the planet. True humanity responds to each and 
y one equally, 

Planetary human representatives are those in whom one 
“Re is jet discordant, and this is attuned to one of the 
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‘olden only respond to one or two notes of the vibratory | 
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ce 


planets“in the solar system. Through this he becomes a 


channel or intermediary for the whole line or race which is 
strung upon the vibration of that one note in correspondence 
with the planet, yot in touch with ours. 

Thus the representative of any planet is a Christ to the 
children of that planot, and his word goes forth amongst 
thom with power; while over another type or species he can 
exorcise no power because he is not at-one with them. 

Tho characteristics of the children of tho different planets 
are these :— 

Imagination or Idealism. 

Enlargement of mental 
Optimism, 

Intuition, viz., Knowledge in its at-oned form. 


Saturn 
Jupiter 


faculties by Hope, 


The Sun 


Mercury — Instinct, viz., Knowledge in its natural form 
leading to superstition, 

The Moon— Pressure against what is called Materialism. 

Mars — Ratiocination, Intellectuality. 

Venus — Desiro, cither through emotional or intellectua 
nature, 

CREATURES OF THE PLANETS. 

Mars — The dog, the hare, the bee, the horse, and most 
grass-feeding creatures without horns. 

Venus — Horned creatures and caterpillars. 

Sun — Creatures of prey, the feline species; also 
serpents. 

Mercury — Hairless creatures, such as the rhinoceros 
hippopotamus, frog, &c. 

Jupiter — Fish, sea monsters, crustacean species, and 
serpents. 

Saturn — Dragons, and other forms evolved from these; 
serpent-like, but unknown upon earth. 

Moon — Creatures which burrow in the earth, worms, 


slugs, &c. 

The characteristics of these creatures are vibrations in the 
earth-flesh-forming medium in correspondence with plauetary 
forces passing through earth, as the fluidic constituents of 
the veins and nerves of man pass through his physical 
organs. And thus that which is not quickened for the sus- 
taining of life, and the balance of part with part, must be 
thrown off that health may ensue; and where disorder now 
seems to strive with the vital principle, order may intervene, 
and the body of man be understood in its wonderful corre- 
spondence with the planet which he inhabits. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by correspondents, 
and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose 
of presenting views that may elicit discussion.] 


Mathematical Psychology. 


Sir,—“7.” has brought the question of mathematical 
psychology to the exact point where I personally desire it to 
be. He objects to the principle itself in toto. 

I hold it not diseussable whether we shall or shall not base 
the thought-life on mathematics, To some persons it is the 
one imperative need of the spirit ; such persons have, amongst 
them, developed a science, which for us is the supreme con- 
solation and joy: the witness that we are in very deed the 
children of the Great Mathesis. All that I personally desire 
from the Press is the opportunity to reach and hold converse 
with persons who wish to know this science ; who have been 
feeling after it in solitude, not knowing what they sought; 
who, when the equations of thought are stated, recognise that 
the truth they were groping for has now taken shape. There 
are many such—for whom the knowledge that the Mathesis is 
the Father of our thought-life constitutes an absolute satis- 
faction of the heart (“G. W. A.“ seems to be one of these). 

If “m.” chooses to assert that the science we have created 
is a delusion; that Boole and Gratry made a mistake about 
mathematics, which was made before them by Isaiah and many 
others, and has been erroneously endorsed by Herbert Spencer, 
I respect his courage, and can only answer that time will judge 
between us. But I do object to what has been often done (in 
“Licut ” and elsewhere)—when a writer ignores the existence 
of a big science, of authorities in high repute, and of well- 
reasoned out books; and, pounciug down on some 
chance allusion made by some one like “G. W. A.” or myself, 
misleads his readers by appearing to imagine that mathe- 
matical psychology begins (and will end) with us“ 

With reference to “7.’s questions, 1 will not take up your 
space by answering them, as I have done so (by anticipation) 
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in a lecture delivered at the Christo-Theosophical Society, 
which will, sooner or later, appear in print. 1 will only add 
(with reference to the last sentence of “. s“ letter) that 
mathematics throws no light on how many creators there 
exist; but it declares that man cannot think sanely if he 
harbours any thought inconsistent with the idea that the One 
Creator doce all things. “God ia One” is not (in mathematics) 
a statement about God, but the statement of the limit of 


vasiinlity for sze human thought. 
j j Mary Evxäzer BOOLE. 


— — — 


SOCIETY WORK. 


[Correapondents wha send ua notices of the work of the Societies with which 
they are associated wel oblige by writing as distinetiy aa possible 
and by appending lacie syrmaturce bo ther communications, Inat- 
tention to these requirements often compels ua tu reject their contri- 
butions, No notwe received later than the frst poat un Tuesday is 
ture of admission, | 


Sraaryvorp SOCIETY oF Srinitvarists, WorRKMAN's Hatt, 
West Hauk, K.—Service every Sunday, at 7 p.m. 
Speaker for next Sunday Mr. Hardingham, on * Spiritnalisin 
and God's Justice.” On Saturday, May leth, Mr. J. Veitch 
gave an instructive address ou Psychometry, followed by 
successful delineations, a good collection being taken in aid 
of the library fund at the close. — J. Rarxsow, Hon, Sec. 

Wasxvpsworata Srimmvat Harg, 132, Sr. Joun’s HiL, 
Cru Juxctioy.—Tho power is gradually increasing, the 
phenomena on Sunday including bright lights and many 
small spirit hands on the table; one lady was entranced, 
Mrs. Whittacar's guides on Thursday gave a very practical 
address Sunday next, meeting as usual; Monday, Mrs. 
BKingham's reception, to which all are welcome; Thursday, 
Mrs. Whittacar; Saturday, seence, Mrs. Mason medium.— 
E. A. B. 


SHEPHERD'S Besn. 14, ORCHARC-ROAD.—On Sunday last 
we had another crowded meeting. Mr. Cable, of Pendleton, 
gave an excellent address upon “Spirit Power.” Mr. Hector 
Bangs followed, congratulating us on our continued success. 
Mr. Cable also gave psychometrical readings from articles 
supplied by the audience and giving great satisfaction to all 
present. Sunday next, at 7 p.m., Mr. Treadwell, trance 
address. Tuesday, at 8 p.m., seance, Mrs. Mason, — 
J. H. B., Hon. Sec. 

KIxs's Cross SOCIETY, 184, COPENHAGEN-STREET, N.—On 
Sunday Mr. Horatio Hunt lectured upon “The Nature and 
Destiny of Man.” The speaker also gave an impromptu 
poem and clairvoyant descriptions. On Saturday, May 21st, 
at 7.50 p.m., a public seauce will be held; medium, Mr. 
Horatio Hunt. On next Sunday, at 6.45 p.m., Arif Effendi 
will lecture in Oriental costume upon “The Religions of 
the East.” Admission free.—T. R., Sec. 

Tux Spreitvauists’ CORRESPONDING Society will assist 
inquirers. Copies of “Licut,” leaflets on Spiritualism, and 
list of members sent on receipt of stamped envelope. 
Address, J. Allen, hon. sec., 14, Berkley-terrace, White Post- 
lane, Manor Park, Essex; or W. C. Robson, 166, Rye Hill, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. The Manor Park branch will hold the 
followiug mectings at 14, Berkley-terrace: On Sunday, at 
11.30 u. tu., for students and inquirers; on Friday, at 8.15 
p-m., for Spiritualists ouly, the study of mediumship; also, 
at l, Winifred-road, White Post-lane, on Tuesday, at 8.15 
p-m., experimental seance.—J.A. 

SI RITUAIL. HALL, $8, HIGH-8TREET, MARYLEBONE. — Mr. 
W. Whitley kindly lectured on Sunday on “Spiritual 
Facts.” 
bring before the audience things new and old, hard for the 
ton-Spiritualist to understand, but tending to confirm the 
experienced investigator. Sunday next, at 11 a.m., meet- 
ing of friends; at 7 p.m., Miss Rowan Vincent on “ Facts 
and Faiths from a Spiritualistic Standpoint.” Thursday, 
Mrs. Spring, seance., Saturday, Mrs. Hawkins, seance, 
Application for ticketa to seances to be made to Mr. C. 
White, sec.—C. H. 

Sovurw Lonpon Sprieitvuauist Society, 311, CAMBERWELL 
New-noav, S. E. — Sunday next, at 11.30 a.m., seance; at 
3 p. m., Lyceum; at 7 p.m., Mr. A. J. Butcher. Wednesday, 
public svanco, at 8.0 pm. Thursday, discussion, at 8.30 
p-m. On Thursday in last week, Mr. W. T. Rayment read 
an ably written paper cn “Spiritualism, a Science, Philosophy, 
and Religion,” which led to a good discussion amongst the 
investigators present. On Sunday an ablo address was given 
by one of the controls of Mrs, Bliss, on „ Modiumship,“ 
affording goud advice as to the conduct of investigations. 


Then an old spirit friend controlled “Vigo,” and gave somo | 


spirit descriptions, which were all recognised.—W,. G. Coote, 
Assist. Sec. 

Peenuam Soctery or BPIRITCALISTS, WINCHESTER HALL, 
33, Hicu-strert.—On Sunday morning Dr. Bass (n note 
Spiritualist) read a paper upon “The Phenomena of Life. 
The problem was scientifically dealt with. The Doctor 
admitted that man may attain to a high state of perfection 
in his present condition if he will, and thus spiritualised he 
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personally would not deny the unlimited 
such perfected beings. As to the conscious continnit, 4 
existence he was prepared to accept tangible proof, Ip," 
evening the guides of Mr. Lees based their discourss at 
Matt. xxii. 35 to 40. They contended that the whole Je 
of religion was LO V E. It was not what was said ora? 
200 or 2,000 years ago. What we have to do is to fight!“ 
battle with self. A large audience fully apprecia nn 


è tee uw 
sentiments expressed. Monday, at 8 p. in., students, Th,” 


day, at & pin., healing. Sunday next, at II a. m., Dr, Bee 
at 7 p. m., Mr. Dale, discourse.—J. T. Aupy. * 
Canhirr.—0n the 4th inst. a “happy evening” , 

given, at which there was a fair attendance of members 1 
friends. An excellent programme was rendered by Mn 
Priest, Misses Davies, Rosie Mead, Messrs, Tom Price, | 
Evans, Edgar Jones, &c., who were efficiently accompani 

on the piano by Miss E. Phillips. The refreshment sta; 
was ably managed by Mesdames W. Billingsley and p 
Phillips. After the songs dancing was indulged in, and w, 
enjoyable and successful evening was terminated soon aite 


l 2 


Potontialitis, l 


midnight, On the sth inst. Mr. J. W. Buckle gay, 
a bnef and interesting recital of his twelve monty 
investigation of Spiritualism, On the Lith iw 


Mr. R. C. Daly conducted the service, reading a very fing 
address, entitled “What of the Dead $” and concluding with 
a recitation of great beauty. A seance, for members only 
(to be held after the Sunday evening services), was alw 
commenced. Mrs. Mark kindly took the initiation, ber 
guides giving a brief address of encouragement, after which 
some successful clairvoyant descriptions were given. We 
trust all our local mediums will rally to our standard aud 
help to create fresh interest and give an added impetus ty 
the cause in Cardiff.— E. A. 

PecxuaM Rye.—Mr, R. J. Lees, on Sunday afternoon, in 
opening his address, touched slightly on the unpleasant episode 
of the previous Sunday, and again laid down his rule of pro- 
cedure in conducting his meeting, which was very fairly 
adhered to. For his discourse he gave a partial resumé of 
his previous lectures this season, dealing especially with the 
“Inspirational Infallibility of the Bible, and claiming th 
right of every individual to be eclectic in his study of the 
Book. During the delivery of the lecture an attempt wat 
made to get up an opposition meeting a short distanc 
away, but it was a failure, and the promoter was ti 
first to take the platform in opposition. It is nat 
too much to say that he surprised his hearers 
by stating that Mr. Lees’ mistake lay in thinking they recog- 
nised the Bible as infallible, and he gave his ideas on the 
subject, which was, in principle, all that Mr. Lees contended 
for. The second opponent admitted errors in translation, 
and transcription, and interpolations. He interested the 
audience by reading an extract which he had copied from the 
“Dialectical Society’s Report,” the evidence of Chevalier, 


| after which Mr. Lees put a question which brought the reply, 


| “I do believe in spirit communion, but it is of the devil.” 


| 


| 
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Mr. Lees took advantage of the admission, and put to his 
hearers the idea “that God should allow the evil one a 
privilege of using such a power and deny it to his messengers 
for good.” This brought an exclamation from the critic, “I 
do admit that God alluws His good messengers to influence. 
Taken altogether, this meeting was the most successful Mr. 
Lees has held.—J. C. 


FINIS. 


Seven lines I dedicate to Death : the baby , 
Born to the world with mortal breath, hope’s “may-be” 


With a long and varied experience he was able to | Grows; to the butterfly she saith, “thy way be 


Mine,” transformed into a maiden fair, loves colour 
Illumines—fades—bright eyes and hair grow duller. 
Late matronhood, with woes replete each line is 

Age—borne of bitter things and sweet and—Finis. 


Nay—read, seven lines of glory gained, the journal 

Of a cleansed soul with earth unstained, supernal 

Beyond that gate which Death unchained, eternal 

Soul that has spurned earth’ states and things, outworn them 
Old coverings, the bravo Psyche’s wings have torn them. 

O childhood's butterfly! that symbol thine is 

New life from out a prison dim—not Finis! 


—Karte BURTON. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


—We quoted the story of the Luminous N“ for the very 
purpose of eliciting confirmation. It is impossible that any 
such occurrence could be without attestation of time. We 
are waiting for confirmatory evidence. 


T.S. 


Ir is a cowardly soul that shrinks or grows faint and 
| despondent as soon as the storm begins to gather, or even 
| when the first cloud appears on the horizon, Our motto should 
| be “No Surrender,” and, far from yielding to the ills of life, 
let us take fresh courage from misfortune. —SCHOPENHAUVER. 


